its parts and an understanding of their function. Various pictorial techniques are employed by which the anatomy of the brain can be studied, including a special part devoted to a series of sections stained for myelin by the Pal-Weigert method. At the present time, although there is an adequate supply of bequests of bodies to medical schools there can still be difficulty in obtaining suitable brains for examination and dissection. Certainly the ideal mentioned in this book,'... for students to work in groups of four, each having two-and-a-half formalin-fixed brains for study', can be difficult to achieve; consequently this book should prove of great value to undergraduate students. Its value to clinical neurologists, on the other hand, is likely to be limited. This book is well produced and includes an extensive bibliography of all the important other such atlases previously published.
DENIS DOOLEY
Physical and Mental Assessment Spotlight No 1 by Jessie Parfit MD DCH pp xiv+ 130 £O 90 London: National Children's Bureau 1971 An essential part of the care of the handicapped child is comprehensive assessment by several experts in medicine, nursing, social work and education. Dr Parfit's 'Spotlight on Physical and Mental Assessment' -the first of its kindis a valuable guide to the way the service is developing and will be greatly welcomed by all concerned in the work, including the voluntary agencies. One of the aims is to make useful ideas available to others.
Attractively produced and easily read, with an excellent cross-reference system, this handbook describes assessment centres or services in over forty special reports under six categorieslocal authority, hospitals, those associated with prolonged observation facilities, schools, hospitals for the mentally handicapped and regional centres. Additional reports are promised in biannual supplements. The survey reveals considerable variation in the participation of various medical and other staff and in the type of provision. This experience and experiment of the early years to fashion the future type of service was foreseen by the Expert Group on Comprehensive Assessment Centres for Handicapped Children (Ministry of Health, 1968 ). More disturbing are the disadvantages for assessment of the fragmentation of the child health services; for example, it is stated that many local authorities still divide the functions of their medical officers into pre-school, school age and mentally handicapped. An integrated assessment -service for all children with all forms of handicapmental, emotional, physical, educational or socialand the appointment of a co-ordinator for handicapped children in each area are rightly highlighted as matters requiring urgent attention. This book contains papers delivered at a symposium on lignocaine held in September 1970. It is a pity that the British 'approved name' of the drug was not used. The papers cover all aspects of the subject from basic electrophysiology through to routine clinical use.
The opening paper by Vaughan Williams, on electrophysiology of the normal heart and the genesis of arrhythmias, is particularly good. There are a number of papers containing data relating plasma concentrations of lignocaine to electrophysiological change in the normal heart and its action in suppressing arrhythmias, particularly those that arise after myocardial infarction.
There was disagreement between different contributors concerning the value of prophylactic use of lignocaine and about the loading and maintenance doses that are appropriate to use. Prescott and Nimmo said that the steady-state level of lignocaine in plasma was appreciably higher in patients with recent myocardial infarction than has been reported in normal people. Theyrecommended that the plasmaconcentrations of the drug should be monitored in ill patients being treated with it.
As with all conference reports, this book contains a certain amount of duplication and lacks the coherent exposition that is possible in a book written by a smaller number of authors. However, many of the papers are good and the book has been got into press with commendable rapidity. It should prove useful reading for the staff of intensive care units, and others who are responsible for the emergency treatment of patients with serious cardiac arrhythmias. Inevitably the spirits sink slightly when confronted with a verbatim account of the papers and discussion at a symposium. Could not some master-mind, one thinks, have boiled down the meat into a single, palatable dish? But here these forebodings would be quite unjustified.
Twenty-six distinguished representatives from thirteen countries, including professors of various disciplines, administrators, senior nursing officers and sanitary engineers, met in Istanbul in June 1970 under the auspices of Ciba to discuss the praiseworthy but not very 'die on the barricades' theme of teamwork for world health. Nevertheless all the papers were useful, there was very little overlappingthe built-in defect of symposiaand some contributions were exciting and broke new ground. certainly between pediatrician and endocrinologist. This book is an attempt to produce an orderly account of the main diseases which will be of value to clinicians in either discipline. It is divided into three main sections: weight disorders, height disorders, and disorders of sexual development. This essentially clinical and perhaps over-simplified view leads to considerable repetition and frequent cross-references. Each chapter contains a large table summarizing material which is amplified in the text. These tables reveal the author's passion for classification and tabulation, but often contribute little to the understanding of the subject. Indeed they give the book a curiously old-fashioned air, reminiscent of the days of didactic clinical teaching.
The expositions of clinical syndromes make interesting reading and are amply illustrated by a large collection of photographs and case reports. Differential diagnosis is discussed at some length but often seems confused; unfortunately a comprehensive index, which would help to draw the book together, is lacking.
The bibliography is profuse and is selected largely from the American literature. These references are necessary to fill out the investigatory aspects of diagnosis, since the term 'clinical' is often taken in a rather narrow sense in the text. This is an expensive book, lavishly produced and illustrated. Although there is much clinical information contained within it, the method of presentation is cumbersome and the material is unnecessarily fragmented. If textbooks have any longer a role in medical literature it is in putting in perspective and summing up for the general reader the huge and confusing output of original papers in the journals, and it requires nice timing as well as informed knowledge to pick out those topics to which one man can be expected at a given moment to do justice in a single chapter.
Perinatal pxediatrics has after a decade of advance (and retreat!) just reached the stage in its development when this is possible, and the present position is admirably summed up in the first five chapters of 'Recent Advances'; outstanding are those written by Edmund Hey on incubator care and Margaret Ounsted on foetal growth. These with the last, Cedric Carter's summary of the genetics of common malformations, comprise the best overall account of the subject yet written and a monument to the important contributions made by British workers in this field.
Other miscellaneous topics are equally well chosen and treated; thus we are offered Dick VVhite's views on the recently established correlations between clinical and biopsy pictures in the nephrotic syndrome, Christopher Ounsted's on some aspects of seizures (where regrettably the
